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About this newsletter

The purpose of the SBN 
newsletter is to provide relevant 
and timely information on the 
Sesame Business Network 
and its support programme - 
Benefit-SBN.

In this issue we highlight the 
major activities that have 
been taken place between mid 
December 2019 and March 
2020.
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The government of Ethiopia is 
planning to establish 17 Agro-
industry Development Parks 

(AIDP). Among these AIDPs, four are 
being established as pilots in four 
regions- Bure, Bulbula, Baeker and 
Yirgalem parks in Amhara, Oromia, 
Tigray and SSNP regions, respectively. 
The establishment of agro-industrial 
parks across the country is important to 
enhance agricultural sector development 
through adoption of technology, 
improving productivity and quality, 
creating better market access, boosting 
job opportunities, increasing producers’ 
income, and improving the local economy 
and rural households’ livelihoods with 
spill over effects. 

The mismatch between the demand of agro-processing 
companies and raw material supply

The Corona virus pandemic is changing 
the world. It has brought not only a 
profound health effects but it will also 

have far reaching socio-economic effects. 
Operating in the agri-food sector, Benefit-
SBN is ready to contribute to mitigate the 
socio-economic effects, in collaboration with 
stakeholders and partners.  

The second quarter (April- June) is key for 
the preparation of the agricultural season, 
and the third quarter (July- September) is 
the main production period. The measures 
to contain the spread of the Coronavirus 
may disrupt seed and input supply, reduce 
production and complicate the transport and 
marketing of agricultural products. This may 
lead to lower production, income decline and 
food shortages.  

To cope with the situation, Benefit-SBN team 
is having virtual discussions and reflecting on 
how to support farmers and sesame business 
network stakeholders with communication, 
seed distribution, market analysis and crop 
selection, weather forecasting and advisory 
services to farmers, labour movements 

Coronavirus response: 
Benefit-SBN not to shy away from supporting stakeholder 

and availability, contract farming  and other 
technical and logistical questions that are 
important to deal with.  

Ted Schrader, Benefit-SBN programme 
coordinator observes: “We see it as a duty to 
support farmers, cooperatives, enterprises 
and public services to deal with the COVID-19 
pandemic that is unfolding all over the world, 
including Ethiopia, with the aim to secure local 
food production and supply. Food is a major 
component in resisting the pandemic and other 
diseases.” He added: “Many of our planned 
activities, such as field work and trainings are 
affected. However, with a flexible attitude it is  
possible to provide highly relevant services in 
the Covid-19 context. Benefit-SBN does not shy 
away from supporting stakeholders to facilitate 
the best possible local production in the 
sesame lowlands, which has the potential to be 
a surplus production zone in Ethiopia.”  

At this juncture, Benefit-SBN would like to call 
upon farmers, stakeholders and partners to 
behave as responsible citizens, respecting 
the regulations decided upon by relevant 
authorities.  
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In collaboration with Amhara 
and Tigray Region Agricultural 
Research Institutes (ARARI 

and TARI), Benefit-SBN organised 
high-level consultative meetings 
on the strategic challenges of the 
sesame sub-agricultural sector in 
Wukero, Tigray region on the 14th 
of December 2019 and Bahir Dar, 
Amhara region on the 30th of 
December 2019 at Bahir Dar.

Regional level bureau heads, 
directors, deputies, consultants of 
the regional governments, managers 
of financial institutions and other 
officials attended the meetings.

During the meetings, participants 
discussed the major challenges of 
the sesame sub-sector related to 
agricultural research and extension, 
seed and agro-inputs, mechanisation, 
investor farmers performance and 
input finance. 

The experience on bottom up 
planning- kebele agro-economic 
planning and marketing credit 
through risk sharing modalities 
and the challenges faced were also 
discussed during the meetings.

The meetings in both regions were 
successful in bringing the regional 
level stakeholders together and 
providing directions to the different 
regional level stakeholders. 

In the meeting at Bahir Dar, 
preparation of a strategic plan/
document to deal with research and 
extension related issues; organising 
thematic meeting for commercial 
farmers regarding their performance 
and the challenges; organising a 
platform for financial institutions to 
deal with input finance, marketing 
credit and lease financing challenges 
are among the major directions given 
to Bureau of Agriculture, ARARI, 
Industry and Investment, Land 
Administration Bureaus and financial 
organisations including Amhara 
Credit and Saving Institution (ACSI), 
Walya Capital Goods Lease Financing 
Company and banks .

In Tigray, Kaza Capital Goods Lease 
Financing Company pointed out that 

sesame cooperatives can benefit 
from Kaza’s lease financing service 
which is given to the agricultural 
sector in general. In line with this, 
Benefit-SBN take the assignment to 
inform well-performing cooperative 
and provide technical support to use 
this service.

TARI through Humera Agricultural 
Research Center (HuARC) will take 
the seed issue as a major assignment 
and work to address the shortage of 
quality seed of sesame and rotation 
crops by producing quality seed 
through irrigation. Mekelle University 
need to be engaged on improving the 
seed challenges.

In both meetings, participants 
underscored the importance of 
pursuing bottom-up planning and 
stakeholders’ collaboration at the 
kebele level as this help to meet the 
input finance and other production 
and marketing challenges. 

It was suggested that Regional 
Bureaus of Agriculture  take the 
responsibility of organising kebele-
level agro-economic planning 
together with ACSI in Amhara and 
DECSI in the Tigray side.

Participants also suggested to 
have reforms and policy changes 
in different areas. They suggested 
that concerned government bodies 
need to enforce the existing laws 
on commercial farmers land use 
and improving the laws; improving 
financial institutions collateral 
systems etc. 

After the meeting, Benefit-SBN 
had bilateral talks with some 
stakeholders to support on the 
suggested directions. Among the 
developments, in Amhara strategic 
document is being prepared. In Tigray 
improved mung bean variety is being 
produced through irrigation. Most 
other issues are, however, pending.

High-level consultative meeting held on strategic challenges... 

Presentation on the strategic sesame sector challenges at Wukero

Dr.Meles Mekonnen (BoA) left and Mr. Melaku Alebel (Industry and Investment) right, 
facilitating discussion during the meeting, at Bahir Dar
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One of the main challenges 
for farmers in the sesame 
production zone is to handle 

unpredicted weather conditions. Due 
to this, huge amounts of yield losses 
have been recorded. 

In the efforts made to meet this 
challenge, the joint effort of Benefit-
SBN, National Meteorology Agency 
(NMA) and CommonSense played 
a pivotal role by showing the 
importance of providing location 
specific weather forecast in improving 
farmers productivity.

5,500 recipients, including 
agricultural professionals and 
researchers, benefited a lot and 
experienced the importance of the 
location specific weather forecast 
pilot in the last couple of years. The 
valuable service of weekly Short 
Message Service (SMS) with the 
expected weather conditions help 
farmers to adjust their farm activities 
and reduce the risk of yield losses. 

Through assessment of users after 
the end of the production season, 
different improvements have been 
made to make farmers understand 
the text messages better. Based on 
the feedback from the first year of 
user assessments, a specific forecast 
date was included in the SMS which 
was clearer than the previous time 
indication. The weather forecasts 

Should weather forecast depend on a support project?
have been sent continuously to 
ensure farmers receive weather 
information during the entire 
cropping season. 

The delivery of the weather 
information through SMS is very 
effective. In addition, the forecasts 
are accurate. All the respondents 
included in the surveys of the two 
pilot years confirmed persistently that 
after receiving the rainfall forecast, 
they were able to better plan different 
farm activities which helped them 
to mitigate the risks associated with 
rainfall. 

Farmers value weather information 
a lot as most of their farm activities 
depend on weather conditions.  
What matters most to farmers is the 
accuracy of the forecast and the cost 
of the service. It seems that most 
farmers are willing to pay for this 
rather important service. 

In the survey, during the 2019 
production season farmers receiving 
weather forecasts were asked if they 
could pay or allocate money for the 
service. The results show that 48% 
of the respondents could allocate 10 
ETB per month, 32% could afford 15 
ETB, and 6% is even willing to pay 
30 ETB. Only 10% of the respondent 
farmers replied that they do not want 
to pay for the service. These numbers 
indicate that it is possible to avail 
weather forecast information as a 
paid service, without the need to rely 
on the support of donors. 

National Meteorology Agency (NMA), 
Ministry of Agriculture  and Natural 
Resources (MoANR) other concerned 
bodies need to develop mechanisms 
and facilitate the provision of weather 
forecast information to farmers based 
on payments. The weather service 
will be more feasible and sustainable 
if the costs are covered by users of 
the information. In order to make this 
effective, with the consent of farmers 
and other beneficiaries along the 
value chain (farmers, cooperatives, 
local traders, exports and so on) the 
costs could be shared through a levy 
system, which proved to work in the 
coffee sub-agricultural sector. 

Amhara Agricultural Research 
Institute/Gondar Agricultural 
Research Centre (ARARI/

GARC) is playing a key role in 
improving the seed supply system 
through implementing demand driven 
planning. 

The institute is working to strengthen 
the linkages within and among 
breeders and seed researchers, 
as well as between the centre and 
Amhara seed enterprise. Although 
it is in its early stage, the integrated 
planning has started to show some 
promises.

In order to support the scaling out of 
improved technologies in the low land 
areas of Central and Western Gondar 
GARC has prepared 3 quintal breeder, 
138 quintal pre basic and 60 quintal 
basic seed of sesame (Abasina, 
Gondar-1 and Humera-1), Sun flower 
(Oissa variety), Soya bean (Afghat 
and Gishama), Mung bean (Rasa) and 
sorghum (Melkam) varieties.

The available seed will be used for 
enhancing further production of 
improved seed and scaling out of 
technologies to producers. 

Increasing access to availability 
of improved seed will have a 
tremendous benefit to improve yield 
and quality expected from major 
crops in the lowlands of Northwest 
Ethiopia. 

GARC prepares 150 quintal 
improved seed for the coming 

agricultural season 

Women, cleaning soya bean seed at GARC
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When the agro-industrial 
parks are fully operational, 
the processing companies 

will provide a new marketing outlet 
for farmers. In addition, industrial 
parks can have several positive 
influences such as increasing the 
feasibility, viability and sustainability 
of production systems through their 
impact on farm productivity and 
incomes, employment creation for 
rural households and the generation 
of foreign currency. However, the 
emerging agro-industry companies 
face many challenges from the 
beginning. 

Director for agro-processing and 
pharmaceutical directorate, 
Mr. Kassahun Taye of Amhara 
region Investment and Industry 
Development Bureau, explained that 
there are 78 large, 172 medium 
and 481 small agro-processing 
companies. Some of the companies 
in Bure Industrial Park already started 
operating by purchasing agricultural 
raw materials produced in the region. 
Two giant oil pressing companies 
are expected to start soon. However, 
these companies may not operate 
at full capacity because of shortages 
of agricultural inputs. The demand 
for agricultural products of these 
companies is much larger than what 
is currently produced in the region.

“The huge agro-processing 
industries established in Bure have 
a huge demand for agricultural raw 
materials. For instance, Richland 
Agro-processing company is 
importing manufacturing machines 
and constructing a plant. Another 

The mismatch between the demand of agro-processing ... 
Continued from page 1

one, called Phibela Industrial Plc 
owned by investor Belayeneh Kinde 
will soon start production and has 
huge demand. The company plans 
to cover an estimated 60% of the 
total domestic demand by producing 
420,000 tons of refined edible oil.” 
Said Mr. Kassahun. 

The two giant companies have a 
demand of more than 2 million 
quintals of soya bean when starting 
production. The same holds for 
other crop types and up-coming 
giant agro-processing industries. 
However, according to CSA 2018/19 
production estimate the total soya 
bean production nationally is about 
1.5 million quintals of which 783,000 
quintals (52.3%) was produced in 
Amhara region. 

The AIDPs which are supposed to 
reduce foreign currency spending 
by substituting imported goods 
with locally produced products are 
importing raw materials from abroad. 
Mr. Kassahun said “Richland agro-
processing company has already 
a supply shortage. They started 
collecting produce from farmers 
for next year processing. They plan 
to produce the raw material by 
themselves if they are granted with 
an agriculture production investment 
certificate. Phibela Industrial Plc 
assessed the supply of raw materials 
and found out that the available 
supply volume does not satisfy the 
companies demand. They plan to 
import semi-processed oil and further 
process it here.”

The supply problem seems critical 

and needs high level engagement 
to strategically address it. “There is 
shortage of all types of agricultural 
raw material. Edible oil refineries 
around Bahir Dar town are not getting 
agricultural raw material which 
meet their demand. The supply from 
the sector is not serving the agro-
processing industry sector in a way 
it should, as enough input is not 
delivered as per the desired quality 
and quantity to the industries.” Said 
Mr. Kassahun. 

Mr. Kassahun explained that there are 
positive improvements to minimise 
the raw agricultural material shortage. 
For instance, a new policy has been 
endorsed which allows processing 
companies to buy directly from 
farmers or build their own shed in 
primary market centres. 

The problem of raw agricultural 
material supply is related to the 
challenges of the agricultural sector 
which have been there for many 
years. In general, productivity of 
agricultural products is very low and 
there is little marketable surplus. This 
is related to the limited knowledge 
of good agricultural practices and 
adoption of improved technologies 
by farmers. Also, there is inefficiency 
due to the large number of scattered 
smallholders farmers over large 
areas. Farmers and agro-processing 
companies hardly know each other 
and there are numerous middlemen 
which contribute to the inefficiency. 
The agricultural supply chains in 
the country are very lengthy and 
there are many actors in the chain. 
Mr. Kassahun said that so far there 
are no practical measures taken by 
concerned bodies, but this year there 
is an attempt to link the planning 
of the production season with the 
demand of agro-processors. 

In order to alleviate these problems, 
efforts have to be exerted to: 
enhance the capacity of farmers and 
agricultural experts; follow cluster 
farming approaches to gain economies 
of scale; establish linkages between 
companies and farmers through 
for instance contract farming and 
facilitate a market led integrated 
bottom up planning for agricultural 
production. 
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Lease financing and its role in mechanisation: 
the new perspective of the Ethiopian Government

In spite of its important contribution 
to the country’s economy, 
agriculture receives little attention. 

Ethiopian agriculture has been 
described as a millennia old 
traditional farming system, largely 
depended on oxen and human labour 
for production such as land tillage, 
weeding and harvesting to storage 
and transportation. As a result, lower 
productivity and quality of agricultural 
products are main characteristic for 
the sector. 

Lack of mechanisation is among the 
main reasons for low productivity and 
quality of agricultural products. The 
mechanisation rate is at a minimum 
of 0.3% (ESSP, 2017). 

Benefit-SBN, in conjunction with 
GARC and HuARC, has been testing 
and demonstrating mechanisation 
alternatives. Mainly machinery 
for: tillage through traction with a 
tractor, row planting and harvesting. 
Demonstration has been organised 
for both smallholder and large-scale 
farmers. The use of mechanisation 
has proven to increase productivity 
and decrease production costs. 
Therefore, the demand for 
mechanisation is very high to 
decrease production costs such as 
saving labour expenses and to reduce 
post-harvest losses.  

The main problem with 
mechanisation is on the supply 
side. There is a shortage of finance 
to purchase machinery, absence of 
appropriate technology for various 
farm sizes, as well as spare part 
delivery and maintenance services. 
Companies are in general not 
committed to work with farmers. 

Recent trends show that if labour 
costs are very high smallholder 
farmers are reluctant to produce 
sesame. Mechanisation can play a 
vital role to offer a solution for this.

By acknowledging the financial 
limitations for accessing capital 
goods, the Ethiopian Government 
has promulgated Proclamation No 
103/98 to provide lease finance for 
capital goods. However, there was 

little progress so far due to lack of 
clarity. The government improved 
the regulation in the amended 
proclamation No 807/2013. 
This time, the distribution of 
responsibilities between the National 
Bank of Ethiopia and the Ministry of 
Trade are clearer. 

Following this change, five 
lease financing companies were 
established in 2014, mainly owned by 
regional governments. This includes 
Walya Capital Goods in Amhara and 
Kaza in Tigray.  

However, the focus of the established 
lease companies, was on financing 
the industry and SMEs with no or little 
attention for the agricultural sector. 
This may have been the result of the 
expectation that the industry will take 
the lead in developing agricultural 
production. In reality, that did not 
happen, causing the nation to lose 
tremendously from importing food 
like wheat, rice, palm oil and sugar 
and limiting the potential earnings of 
exports from the agriculture sector 
that could be earned particularly from 
a higher productivity on sesame and 
other exportable crops. 

Finally, the government 
acknowledges the problem and is 
working on drafting new policies 
and on a tariff cut for the import and 
production of agricultural equipment. 
A first breakthrough is the signed 
MoU with foreign leasing companies, 

Ethio-lease (AAFW). As clearly stated 
by Mr Sani Redi, the state minister 
of Ministry of Agriculture and Naural 
Resources, the objective is to assist 
farmers in using mechanisation, 
where there are financial shortages 
to afford these machineries. However,  
parallel to individual farmers, their 
organisations should be assisted to 
acquire machineries and organise 
rental services to members as the 
organisations have more purchasing 
power, better ability to operate the 
machinery at full capacity and long-
term impact. 

Benefit-SBN has worked on both 
the demonstration of agricultural 
mechanisation and advocacy for 
clear lease financing policies and 
strategies. 

Recently, regional leasing companies 
like Kaza and Walia also started 
to pay attention to the agricultural 
sector. Kaza is ready to provide the 
service for agricultural cooperatives 
in Tigray region but Walya is still 
exploring the opportunity.

Aside from this, ATA is assisting 
with the establishment of farm 
machinery services in different areas 
of the country. This will also play a 
n important role in the expansion of 
mechanisation in Northwest Ethiopia.  
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At the end of 2018/19 
marketing season, the price 
of sesame reached 7,000 

ETB per quintal. This attractive price 
made many farmers plant sesame 
the following season. However, that 
time the cost of production increased. 
Farmers purchased sesame seed for 
100 ETB/kg. The cost of labour for 
weeding increased from 80 ETB up 
to 150-250 ETB per day. Also, the 
labour costs for harvesting increased 
from 100 to 120 ETB per hilla (a 
stalk bundle of harvested sesame). 
In many areas, the cost of sesame 
production in conventional practice 
became more than 7,000 ETB. At the 
same time, in some areas farmers 
faced excessive rainfall during 
harvesting and drying. In others, there 
were strong wind causing losses 
due to shattering and incidence of 
termite. All of these impacted the 
yield, that from an average of 4 to 5 
quintals, significantly reduced to less 
than 3 quintals in many kebeles.  

Not only the lower productivity is a 
challenge, farmers, cooperatives 
and traders are also facing lower 
market prices compared to 2018/19 
marketing season. Normally, the 
closing price of the preceding 
year is a strong indication for the 
opening price for the new season. 
Farmers and traders acted based 
on that expectation. Though the 
price started at 4,800-5,000 ETB 
in October, it went down to 3,500 
ETB in November. Cooperatives who 
purchased sesame for 4,500 to 
5,500 ETB in September and October, 

Cost of production exceeds sesame market prices

could only sell at a loss for 4,100-
4,500 ETB at ECX. Sesame suppliers 
who purchased from Metema, Tegede 
and Armachiho with higher price 
specifically have had hard time to get 
market at ECX trade floor; sesame 
from these areas started with 
lower price at ECX later. In addition, 
starting from November, sesame with 
different grades from different areas 
where similarly priced at ECX. This 
was a temporary measure by ECX 
but it undermines the importance 
of grading and may partly leads to 
poorer quality of sesame production 
and supply by farmers.

It is generally known that Ethiopia 
faces a high trading deficit due 
to significant imbalance between 
export and import values. The export 

earnings are not sufficient to cover 
the expense needed for import. 
Many traders pushed up domestic 
sesame prices to levels above the 
international price to support their 
import business. This had a negative 
consequence on domestic value 
addition and also discouraged 
stronger value chain development 
and quality improvements to serve 
more premium markets. Besides 
this, it affected the collection of 
taxes by the government on the 
trade of sesame, since the revenue 
of sesame exporters’ is negative but 
compensated through imports in a 
different sector.  

To change this practice, Ministry of 
Trade and Industry enacted ‘Export 
Contracts registration and control 
directives No 21/2012’, in November 
2019. This policy reform inhibits 
exporters to offer higher prices 
than the international market and 
forced the domestic sesame price to 
decrease. 

Following this export directive, value 
chain actors are impacted and in 
particular smallholder farmers are 
highly disappointed about the low 
sesame prices. Smallholders often 
do not have the full information on 
national and international market 
dynamics. They have incurred high 
production costs and receive a lower 
price, which makes their sesame 
business less profitable. 

Though the export marketing 
regulation affects smallholder 
farmers, to the long run this 
intervention will encourage farmer 
organisations to engage in direct 
sesame exports to earn a premium 
from the export market. It will 
also encourage exporters who are 
trading sesame from a value chain 
perspective and can establish 
stronger market linkages. 

In the meantime, there is a need 
to work on reducing the cost of 
production and boosting productivity. 
Otherwise, smallholders’ farmers 
have less incentive to continue 
producing sesame in the future.ECX sesame market price grade, 

December 2019
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Seed is the most important 
component of crop production 
to improve productivity per unit 

of area. Seed and diversity of crop 
varieties are significantly important in 
coping with environmental changes. 

In Ethiopia, the area covered by 
improved seed is very low. From the 
total estimated 12 million hectare 
covered by major field crops in the 
country for the last five years only 
3.5% of the area was covered with 
improved seed. (Temesegen, 2019). 
The remaining 96.5% was covered by 
farmers own varieties. The sesame 
and rotation crops production in the 
north-western part of Ethiopia is 
not an exception to this. To improve 
this situation, the formal seed 
supply system requires extensive 
investment in technological capacity 
and expansion of commercially 
oriented agriculture. This implies 
that there should be a mechanism to 
disseminate-improved varieties, which 
are acceptable by farmers. 

Crowd-sourcing (CS) is one of the 
approaches that help to enhance 
innovation and access to seeds 
and diversity in the informal seed 
systems. Benefit-SBN in collaboration 
with GARC and ISSD Amhara 

Experience of crowd-sourcing activities in the sesame growing area

conducted crowd-sourcing trails on 
sesame and soybean. Nine sesame 
and eight soybean varieties released 
by different research centres across 
the country were spread among 
the community. The characteristic 
of the varieties, grown in different 
environmental conditions and special 
attributes, help farmers to increase 
their variety option and coping with 
various environmental conditions. 

Through implementation of the 
approach, more than 155 (37% 
female) farmers and development 
agents trained on CS. About 214 
farmers participated in field days 

organized to share experience 
among farmers. During the field days 
farmers evaluated the performance 
of different varieties and promised to 
exchange seed among each other for 
next production season. 

In the efforts made to institutionalize 
the CS approach a seminar was 
organized for researchers at GARC. 
30 researchers including crop 
breeders, seed experts, socio-
economists attended the seminar. 
The seminar helped participants to 
get some knowledge on the practical 
implementation of the CS approach.

Building upon the 2018 
experience, Benefit-SBN 
extended the home gardening 

pilot from two kebeles to nine kebeles 
of four woredas in 2019. As a part of 
this pilot 110 smallholder farmers 
and their families received training 
on vegetable and fruit production. 
Farmers have been encouraged to 
use their home gardens, invest family 
member labour and free time to grow 
vegetables and trees. 

In collaboration with woreda offices of 
agriculture all trainee farmers in the 
two years are producing vegetables in 
their backyards. The activity involves 
mainly women and children above 15 
years of age. 

Benefit-SBN provided quality seed 
and other cultivation inputs such as 
water buckets and guiding manuals 
for participating farmers. Other 

Feeding the family by home gardens and families feeding the community 
nearby farmers are also learning from 
these farmers and start practicing 
vegetable production.

Trained farmers produced fresher, 
healthier and more nutritious 
vegetables for the whole family 
for several months in the year. 
Home gardening not only improves 
participant farmers’ family nutritious 
food intake but it also provides 
an option to earn some additional 
income for their family. 

The pilot has inspired farmers and 
motivated them to grow vegetables 
in their backyard. Some farmers 
have become more ambitious and 
fetch water from very far rivers to 
cultivate vegetables. Having constant 
water supply and technical support 
from kebele development agents 
and woreda office of agriculture help 
farmers succeed in such endeavours.

Women farmers liked the CS activity and attentively followed the instructions 

In the sesame growing area, farmers 
are very busy for some months. It is 
important to encourage farmers to use 
their idle time and home garden space 
for vegetable and fruit production. 

Above, a women weeding here 
vegetables; below food prepared 

from home garden
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Contact us:
For more information, questions and comments you can contact us through: sbnethiopia@gmail.com 
More information about the SBN and its support programme can also be found on the SBN website: 
http://www. sbnethiopia.org
You can also find us on our facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/SBNEthiopia
Twitter:  https://twitter.com/SBNEthiopia
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Contributors:  Melisew M; Getsew Ag; Andualem .T; Anemut B; Dr. Alemayehu K; Hagos W; Hana G; and Anteneh M. 

 Inputs from all other Benefit-SBN staff members.

To subscribe to the online version of the SBN newsletter please contact: sbnethiopia@gmail.com 

Ted Schrader 
Benefit-SBN Coordinator 
E: ted.schrader@wur.nl 
T: +31 623 205 292

Geremew Terefe PhD) 
Benefit-SBN Manager
E: geremew.sbncoordinator@gmail.com 
T: +251911113897

Benefit-SBN has recently 
published a pocket size 
sesame pests (insects, 

diseases and weeds) identification 
and management guide in Amharic 
language. The pest identification 
and control guide (book) is prepared 
to help agricultural experts, 
development agents and farmers in 
properly identifying pests that attack 
sesame from sowing to harvesting. It 
can also be used for teaching mid-
level experts in agricultural vocational 
colleges (ATVET). The guide is 
produced in a simple and easily 
understandable language. To ease 
identification major pests (weeds, 
insects and diseases) that attack 
sesame at different growth stages 
were illustrated in coloured pictures. 
Advices are given on what measures 
to take when and how after the pest 
is properly identified. 
The guide has six chapters: 
1. Major insect pests of sesame in 

Ethiopia
2. Biological control agents of 

sesame pests
3. Diseases and their control 

strategy

A pocket-size sesame insect pests, diseases and weed 
identification and management guide published     

4. Weeds and their management 
practices

5. Dos and DO NOTs during 
managing pests and 

6. Types of sprayers used in sesame 
pest management

Benefit-SBN hopes that this concise 
book will solve the reference 
shortage in quick field level sesame 
pest identification guide shortage 
in Ethiopia. The currently printed 
10,000 hard-copies will shortly be 
distributed to Amhara and Tigray 
Bureaus of Agriculture; 5 zones and 
14 woredas in the two regions where 
Benefit-SBN has been operating. 
Other sesame growing regions will 
be addressed through Ministry of 
Agriculture upon request either from 
the ministry of respective regional 
bureaus of agricultural directly from 
BENEFIT partnership office in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. Any organization 
willing to receive the hard-copies 
may send its request by the email: 
sbnethiopia@gmail.com or geremew.
sbncoordinator@gmail.com

Up coming activities
• Facilitating communication among the stakeholders at different level
• Supporting seed distribution activities of BoA and other stakeholders
• Discussing with Unions and Agro-processing companies and trying to 

create market linkage 
• Providing weather forecasting and advisory services to farmers  
• Supporting labour related activities
• Writing SBN book 
• Finalising issue briefs and experience papers


